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New Product Launch:
Introducing Our Revolutionary
Jametosca Technology

New Partnerships Formed
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Fall is almost here - you can almost smell it in the morning air!!                                        
Kids are back in school!!
Like the seasons, the weather seems to go in cycles. A couple of years ago, we were declaring an
agricultural disaster due to drought conditions and dams were at critical levels - Now, for 2 years, we
have seen rains (and unfortunately, some big hailstorms) that have kept much of the countryside
green all summer to the beginning of September. The rains have been a blessing not only for crops,
hay and pastures but also for filling the dams for next year.
As this is written on the Labour Day weekend, may the fruits of your labor be abundant! Remember,
“Always do your best. What you plant now, you will harvest later.” (Og Mandino)
Harvest has been in full swing – some are close to finishing, just canola and second cut timothy to put
up around here. Yields appear to be good with some dryland reports of lighter grain (perhaps due to
excessive heat and not enough moisture at the right time(s). Calf prices are good. All in all, the 2026
year has not been that bad for the agricultural community.
Let's give you a rundown of what Council has been and will be up to:
Road Tour – May 19 – The purpose was to provide Council with a comprehensive, on the ground
overview of key municipal infrastructure projects, operation assets and upcoming capital
investments across the MD of Willow Creek. It also served to connect approved and planned budgets
with the real outcomes, highlight areas of recent improvement and identify locations requiring future
attention. Council members were appreciative of learning about specific areas of the MD that they
had not seen before. This Tour definitely provided Council with a clearer picture ... continued on pg.3
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Company Expansion: Opening
of New Branch in Major City to
Serve Growing Demands

New Partnerships Formed

of how capital investments, maintenance strategies and grant funding translate into tangible
outcomes for residents, industry, and visitors across the MD. The tour included Claresholm Airport
(lighting renewal & Cross-Strip renewal), Claresholm Medical Clinic, Pipeline Rd (Township Rd 124 to
Campground), Flying E Road (curve improvements), Mushroom Farm Road (RR283), RR 290, Nanton
Lunch, Clear Lake Park, Township Rd 92, Fort Macleod Pit Stop Tim's, RR 250, RR241/Moon River Estates (Rd
Construction, Water Plant & Wells, Horse Paddocks), RR 263(widening & extension of base/pave),
Granum (Stormwater Project, etc.) and Bridge File 963.
Council Open House & BBQ – June 24 – Granum Homesteader – Had a fabulous turn out with great
conversations and food. Thank you to the Granum Fire Department for doing the barbequing.
Events Attended  - Councillors represented the MD at various events – Moon River AGM, Grand Opening
of Structural Truss & Forma Steel in Fort Macleod, High School Graduation Ceremonies in Nanton,
Claresholm & Fort Macleod, Western Canadian Regional Little League Championship Tournament in Fort
Macleod, Midnight Days Pro Rodeo hosted by the Fort Macleod & District Ag Society, Granum Canada
Day & Parade, Claresholm Days Parade and Bringing Hearts Home Campaign. 
Southern Alberta Summer Games - held in Bow Island July 8 – 11th
A huge Thank You to everyone who participated and Congratulations to all for representing this MD!!
Coffee Chat with Council – August 19 – Fort Macleod – 16 ratepayers attended – Great questions and
discussion. Topics included Road Maintenance by AB Transportation & Economic Corridors, South Windy
Ridge Wind Project, Seniors Lodge & Requisitions, gravelling private driveways, etc. There can be a lot of
misconception out in the MD about various issues. If you have any questions or are concerned about an
issue, PLEASE call your Councillor or the MD office to get the right answers.
Tax Notices were mailed out in May 28th. The deadline for payment is Monday, November 2, 2026. The
onus is on you, the ratepayer, to ensure that property tax payments have been received by the MD by
that date.
Municipal Development Plan (MDP) — Following its review, the proposed MDP is now available for
public input. The MDP guides our Land Use Bylaw (LUB). Public open houses will be held on September 14
at the Golden Age Centre in Stavely and September 17 at the REO Hall in Fort Macleod. Both sessions run
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. and were advertised in local newspapers and social media.
Policy No. 120-54 – The Community Grant Policy – (New & will replace “Discretionary Funds”)
establishes a clear framework for community grants that benefit youth centered activities, programs
or facilities, align with Council priorities, remain fiscally responsible, and will not create ongoing
obligations to the MD of Willow Creek. Notification will be sent to all those who have benefitted from the
Discretionary Funds previously. This new Policy will apply at the next Budget cycle.
Community Aggregate Payment Levy Bylaw No. 2038 – New & to be implemented September 1, 2027.
This Bylaw does not apply to Pits for Personal Use. The uniform Levy Rate for all shipments of aggregate
from a pit within the MD shall be $0.30 (Thirty Cents) per tonne of aggregate. The revenue raised
through this levy will be used for the payment of infrastructure, maintenance of infrastructure and other
costs within the Municipality. Thank you to those aggregate operators who took the time to meet with
Council and to respond to the survey. Council appreciates your candor and input any time.
GOA's Changes to the Code of Practice for Pits – Council’s biggest concerns are:
1.Loss of Local Autonomy- Again an application is made directly to AEPA (Alberta Environment &
Protected Areas) for a Class 1 Gravel Pit and the MD (Municipal Planning Commission) has no say in
approving it or not approving it. Again, the MD will only be involved at the Development phase.
2.There will be no Public Consultation with any of the applications for a Class 1 pit....   Continued on pg. 4
Visit us online at www.mdwillowcreek.com ~ Follow us  on Facebook ~ Instagram ~Linkedin 



✅ The MD of Willow Creek covers more than 4,485 square
kilometres of southern Alberta, making it one of the larger
rural municipalities in the region. 
✅ More than 6,000 people call the MD home, with a
population density of only about 1.4 people per square
kilometre. That means lots of open space and wide-open
views!

We continue to submit our concerns to the GOA and AEPA..

Council will be attending the RMA Conference in
Edmonton Nov 2 – Nov 5th where we will bring many of
our concerns and hopefully get some meetings with
Ministers – i.e. Transportation & Economic Corridors, etc.
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
The Foote Family (Fort Macleod Div 1)– Calgary
Stampede BMO Farm Family for 2026
Connor Lucas – 2026 Canadian Jr. High School Rodeo
Champion – Light Rifle
Councillor Brian Nelson – Stavely's Citizen of the Year for
2026
CAO Derrick Krizsan – newly elected Vice Chair of
ARMAA – (Alberta Rural Municipalities Administrators)    
 
Blessed Thanksgiving on October 12th 
Council is very thankful for our C.A.O., administration and
staff and the fantastic work they do all year. MORE
importantly, we are grateful for the opportunity to serve
you.
Happy Spooky Halloween – October 31st
Legacy of Our Land Banquet  - Mark your Calendars for
Friday November 6, 2026 - Stavely Community Center,
Stavely

Your Council,
Glen Alm, Evan Berger, Cecilie Fleming, Earl
Hemmaway, Brian Nelson, Maryanne Sandberg,
John Van Driesten

Council Message
Continued...
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YOUR 2026 COUNCIL 

Did you know ?



Regular Council meetings are open to the public and
are typically held on the second and fourth Wednesday
of each month. Please refer to the meeting schedule to
the right for specific dates.
Individuals or groups wishing to make a presentation to
Council are encouraged to contact the Municipal Office
at 403-625-3351 prior to the meeting date to arrange a
delegation time.
Council meeting agendas are available before each
meeting and can be accessed on the Municipal website
at http://www.mdwillowcreek.com or picked up in
person at the Municipal Office.
Your local government is here to serve you, and public
participation is always welcome.

Monday October 12 - Thanksgiving 
Wednesday November 11 - Remembrance Day 
December 25 - Christmas Day
December 28 - Office Closure 
January 1 - New Years Day 

Council Meetings are OPEN TO THE PUBLIC?!
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September 9tember 23
10:00 a.m. - Agricultural
Service Board
11:30 a.m.  - Council Meeting
October 14
10:00 a.m. - Municipal
Planning Meeting
11:30 a.m. - Council Meeting
October 28
9:00 a.m.- Agricultural Service
Board
10:30 a.m. - Organizational
Meeting of Council 
1:00 p.m. Council Meeting
November 10
9:00 a.m. - Municipal Planning
Meeting
11:00 a.m. - Council Meeting
November 25
9:00 a.m. -  Agricultural
Service Board
11:00 a.m. - Council Meeting 
December 9
10:00 a.m. - Municipal
Planning Meeting
11:30 a.m. - Council Meeting
December 16
10:00 a.m. - Agricultural
Service Board
11:30 a.m. - Council Meeting

Did you know... 

Administration Office Holiday Closures

Announcments  and 
Rural News Roundup

Visit us online at www.mdwillowcreek.com ~ Follow us  on Facebook ~ Instagram ~Linkedin 

MD of Willow Creek
Council Meeting Dates



Congratulations to
Mary Roelofsen, the

MD of Willow
Creek's August

 “Photo of the
Month" Winner!

 Thank you for
capturing and

sharing the beauty
of our community
through your lens.

📸

Beginning October 1,
2026, you may notice
some changes to the
recycling collection
sites. 
The current recycling
trailers will be
replaced with
recycling bins,
resulting in a new
look and collection
setup.
For recycling
collection inquiries,
please contact
Collective Waste
Solutions at:
587-855-3928 or by
email at :
cmcustomerservices
@collectivewaste.ca.
To learn what
materials are
accepted and not
accepted for
recycling, please visit
circularmaterials.ca/
granum.
Thank you for your
cooperation as this
transition takes
place.

 

Rural
Residents
Recycling
Collection
Update

Announcments  and 
Rural News Roundup
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 Photo of the Month Photo of the Month

A Huge Announcement for Legacy ofA Huge Announcement for Legacy of
Our Land!Our Land!

  Turn to Page 35 to discover who ourTurn to Page 35 to discover who our
incredible guest speaker will be!incredible guest speaker will be!

A Huge Announcement for Legacy of
Our Land!

 Turn to Page 35 to discover who our
incredible guest speaker will be!

https://circularmaterials.ca/granum
https://circularmaterials.ca/granum
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Finance 

Payment Options

Pay on time and avoid late fees and penalties 
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Agricultural Service Board

ASB Rental Equipment
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Hardships in farming demand a certain
grit and toughness to come out stronger 
on the other side. However, through those
difficult seasons, there are often 
opportunities for growth that forge true
strength and joy. For the Foote family —
the 2026 BMO Farm Family from the MD of
Willow Creek No. 26 — the past
generations have brought periods of good
times, but also many challenges,
especially for their parents, Melvin and
Edith Foote. It was their resilience that
made a lasting impact on the generations
who followed. “Our farm life has taught us
not only the value of work, but the joy that
comes with doing,” shares Stuart.

Foote Family Farms consists of five
separate entities: Duane Foote Farms Ltd., 
operated by Duane and Heather Foote;
Stuart Foote Land and Cattle Corp.,
operated by Stuart and Susan Foote;
Gurney Land and Livestock, operated by
Wes and Carolyn Gurney; Byron Foote
Farms Ltd., operated by Byron and Sarah
Foote; and Melede Farms Ltd., operated by
Patrick and Christina Foote. 

BMO Farm Family - Foote Farms 
(Biography from the Calgary Stampede)

Agricultural Service Board

The Foote family’s ancestors arrived from Utah in the early 1900s to homestead in southern Alberta.
Stuart and Duane’s great-grandfather, Abraham Wilde, homesteaded in 1902. His 21-year-old son,
Jesse, was a great help in working on the farm, but returned to Utah about 20 years later to visit
friends. While there, Jesse convinced his friend, Eldred Foote, who had just married, to continue
farther north than his original plan of Burley, Idaho, and homestead in Alberta instead. Eldred Foote
purchased his homestead in Welling, Alberta, in 1920. Later, Eldred’s son, Melvin Foote, married Edith,
the daughter of Jesse — the man who had convinced Eldred to come to Alberta. Melvin and Edith
grew up in thriving farm operations and were given the opportunity to get started on their own, about
50 miles from their parents.

Once they started out on their own, Melvin and Edith faced their share of difficult times. They settled
in a valley near the river, where they dealt with repeated flooding and two fires within a four-year
span. This was also during the 1960s, when grain farming was challenging. However, raising and
milking Brown Swiss cows helped pull them through those difficult years. At first... Continued on Pg. 11
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Top News

Agricultural Service Board

they sold cream to buy groceries for the family. Then, in the 1970s, they applied for milk quota
and built a small herd of about 50 cows. The dairy operation stabilized their income, and slowly,
things got better. Melvin and Edith ran the dairy operation for 23 years, until the family decided
to sell it in 2000 and reinvest the money in irrigated land.

Brothers Duane and Stuart followed in their father’s farming footsteps, but each took a slightly
different path to get there. Stuart had an opportunity to rent land in 1978, and Duane joined his
father in the operation in 1983. Stuart initially had more work capacity than land, so he also
helped his father and brother. “I was their best resource for manpower,” Stuart chuckles. In 1987
and 1991, Stuart bought more land and grew his operation, but the three of them continued to
help one another. Later, Stuart’s children also joined the family career — Carolyn in 2004, Byron
in 2005 and Patrick in 2006. 

Today, the five different farms crop about 7,000 acres of rented and owned land, including
1,750 irrigated acres. They grow peas, durum, spring wheat, canola and mustard. Wes and
Carolyn also have a purebred Angus herd of 120 head and have an annual production sale each
spring. They also custom feed up to 500 short-keep cattle. In addition, Stuart and Susan have
40 purebred Braunvieh cows, a breed especially popular in the Mexican market prior to BSE.
Stuart now keeps the herd registered more as a hobby but still enjoys the breed’s
characteristics and the beef it provides.

The Footes have employed various farming practices over the past 60 years, including direct
seeding technology, satellite guidance and advances in irrigation. Their irrigation started with
Melvin using 20-foot hand-move pipes in the 1950s, progressed to flood irrigation on machine-
levelled land, and later moved to pivots. Most recently, they utilize variable rate controls to
regulate water application rates on oversaturated spots in an effort to increase productivity.

However, looking back, one of the most unique and pivotal practices has been bagging silage, a
method the family began using in 1979. They quickly found that bagged alfalfa silage offered
better quality and consistency than the barley silage they had previously relied on. They
started to cut three times per year and discovered that when they fed their dairy cattle the
third cut, the cows had little interest in consuming the grain in the milking parlour because they
were already satisfied. 

“Bagging silage was the most significant move we made,” reflects Stuart. “We got more
production off the same acres, and better, more consistent quality. No matter what conditions
occurred in the growing season, there was never a question about the quality of the feed.” While
they do not have dairy cows to feed today, they are still bagging silage for their cow-calf herds
and custom-fed cattle. Their grandchildren’s 4-H cattle also achieve strong gains on it.

Community is what brought the Foote family to Alberta, so it’s no surprise...Continued on Pg. 12

Foote Family Continued...
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New Partnerships Formed
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Agricultural Service Board

The community remains a core part of the family today. Melvin and Edith were very community-
minded, serving as 4-H and Boy Scout leaders, helping with the Fort Macleod centennial
celebrations and serving in leadership roles at church and with the Canadian Brown Swiss
Association. The Foote family continues that legacy through their church, coaching, 4-H, local
farm organizations and Boy Scouts. Some of these highlights include: Stuart serving as a Boy Scout
leader for 25 years and as a board member for the Southern Water Users Association for 23 years;
Wes coaching for more than 20 years in Fort Macleod; and Duane and Heather recently
completing an 18-month mission in Japan.

The Foote family is grateful not only for the support they have in one another, but also for the
opportunity to experience the joy of this lifestyle together. “Our ability to come together in the
critical seasons of the year and get the job done is a great blessing,” states Stuart.

Foote Family Continued...



Agricultural Service Board
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Celebrating 70 years of the MD of Willow Creek 
Agricultural Service Board
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By : Carla Preachuk

In 2026, the MD of Willow Creek Agricultural Service Board (ASB) proudly celebrates 70 years of serving
agriculture, rural residents, and the land that sustains our communities. 
When Council established the Agricultural Service Board on February 18, 1956, its mission was simple:
provide local leadership on agricultural issues and support producers facing the challenges of the
day. Just nine days later, the first ASB meeting was held, marking the beginning of a long tradition of
agricultural stewardship and innovation.
Looking back through decades of meeting minutes reveals a fascinating history of a Board that was
always willing to adapt to the changing needs of agriculture.
In its earliest years, the ASB focused heavily on weed control, roadside spraying, pest management,
and livestock health programs. By 1957, weed inspectors had been hired and the Agricultural
Fieldman was granted authority under provincial weed and pest legislation. The Board also played an
important role in the establishment of a Brucellosis Restricted Area, supported by an overwhelming
majority of local producers.

The ASB's work quickly expanded beyond weeds and pests. In the late 1950s and early 1960s, the Board
supported seed cleaning plants in Nanton and Granum, sponsored 4-H champion calf awards,
encouraged conservation initiatives, investigated municipal park development, and even explored
cooperative septic tank servicing for rural residents.

Innovation has always been a hallmark of the Willow
Creek ASB. Throughout the years, the Board
embraced new technology and new approaches to
solving agricultural challenges. Demonstration plots
were established to evaluate emerging herbicides,
livestock disease control programs were
implemented, and the municipality became an early
participant in soil conservation initiatives. By the
1970s, the ASB was distributing shelterbelt trees at
one of the highest rates in Alberta and supporting 

Agricultural Service Board

producers through programs focused on salinity, forage development, and pest control.
The Board also developed practical programs that producers could use directly. Over the years, the
ASB purchased livestock scales, hoof-trimming equipment, spraying equipment, traps, and other
rental tools that helped producers improve efficiency while reducing individual costs. Many
residents will remember borrowing ASB equipment as a valued local service.         Continued Pg. 16



Celebrating 70 years of the MD of Willow Creek 
Agricultural Service Board

Through changing markets, weather events, livestock diseases,
invasive species, technological advances, and evolving producer
needs, one thing has remained unchanged: the ASB's commitment
to supporting agriculture in the MD of Willow Creek.
As we celebrate 70 years, we recognize the many Agricultural
Fieldmen, Board members, Councils, staff, and producers who have
contributed their time, knowledge, and leadership. Their dedication
has helped shape a resilient agricultural community and a strong
legacy of stewardship, innovation, and service.

The minutes also provide a glimpse into how agriculture and technology evolved over time. In the
early years, the Board discussed cameras for weed identification and four-wheel-drive trucks for field
work. By the 1990s, discussions had shifted to computers, email, GIS mapping, and eventually
municipal websites. In 2005, GPS technology was installed in ASB spray trucks, demonstrating the
Board's commitment to modernizing service delivery.        
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Agricultural Service BoardBy : Carla Preachuk

Environmental stewardship has remained a constant priority. Historical records show the ASB
addressing salinity concerns, promoting soil conservation, supporting forage production, monitoring
invasive weeds, and pioneering biological control methods such as flea beetles for leafy spurge
management. Long before environmental stewardship became a common term, the ASB was actively
working to protect the land for future generations.
Producer education has also been central to the Board's success. From tractor maintenance schools
and grazing workshops to agricultural awareness initiatives in schools, the ASB has consistently
invested in sharing knowledge and building capacity within the agricultural community.

Here's to 70 years of agricultural service and stewardship in the MD of Willow Creek,
and to the generations that will continue that legacy into the future.

Some of the most interesting items from the
minutes could be highlighted in sidebars:
•1956:First ASB Supervisor hired for $3,000 per
year.
•1963:Request for a camera to photograph
weeds and agricultural issues.
•1967:Concern raised about the spread of
Downy Brome.

• 1977:Willow Creek was among Alberta's leaders
in shelterbelt tree distribution.
• 1993:Debate over buying the ASB's first computer.
• 1996:Fieldman McLean's comment about
learning the "&*$#@~ new computer and phone
system."
•2005:GPS technology installed in ASB spray trucks

ASB Fun Facts...
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Residents are reminded that burn barrels and incinerators must comply with the requirements
outlined in MD of Willow Creek Bylaw No. 1952 to help reduce the risk of unwanted fires and to protect
our community.
A burn barrel must be a metal container used to contain combustible materials and must not
exceed 185 litres in capacity. It must be equipped with a metal mesh screen with openings no larger
than 7 millimetres, which must remain in place while burning. Burn barrels must also be located on
a non-combustible base and situated so they do not pose a risk to nearby structures or
combustible materials.
An incinerator must be a non-combustible structure, container, or barrel located a minimum of 5
metres (16.5 feet) from buildings, property lines, and combustible materials. It must be constructed
of brick, concrete block, heavy-gauge metal (18-gauge minimum), or another suitable non-
combustible material. The structure must be in good condition, free from holes or significant
thinning caused by oxidation. Incinerators must be fitted with a 6 mm expanded metal spark
arrestor screen (or equivalent) that remains in place at all times during burning. Flame height must
not exceed 1 metre (3.28 feet) above the incinerator.
Within the MD of Willow Creek, all fires must be continuously supervised by a responsible adult, and
an adequate supply of water to control or extinguish the fire if necessary.
By following these requirements, residents can help safeguard lives, property, and the community
from preventable fires. For complete details and additional information, please refer to MD of Willow
Creek Bylaw No. 1952.

Emergency Services
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Enforcement Services

The MD of
Willow
Creek
Traffic
Bylaw

 No. 2050
 was

adopted by
Council on
September

9, 2026.
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Enforcement Services

Traffic safety
is everyone's

responsibility!
Community

Peace Officers
help keep our
roads, school

zones, and
communities
safe through

education,
enforcement,

and public
awareness. A
simple action

like slowing
down, wearing
your seatbelt,

or putting
away

distractions
can make a

big difference
in preventing
collisions and

protecting
lives.
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The Council of the Municipal District of Willow Creek continue to work
toward maintaining the quality of services within the Municipality through
investment into important infrastructure that provides these services.
Many projects were completed to date in 2026. Highlighted
projects/initiatives are listed below:
·Claresholm Airport Cross Strip Renewal
o   Renewing the surface and paint markings of an existing
decommissioned runway
o   The cross strip will act as a secondary runway to be used for
emergency landings and when the wind direction is favorable
·Range Road 241 – Selective Base Repairs and Overlay
o   From the bottom of Moon River Estates to Highway 3
·Range Road 263 – Widening, Grading, Base and Pave
o   From Township Road 92 north 825 meters
·Bridge Maintenance
o   Maintenance on multiple bridges
o   Major repair work on Bridge File 789 west of Granum
·Granum Water Plant Commissioning (Funded by Hamlet of Granum
Special Tax)
o   Full recommissioning of existing water plant
·Granum Lift Station Pump – Rebuild
o   Rebuild of 1 sanitary sewer pump in the main lift station (Funded by
Hamlet of Granum Special Tax)
·Potable Water System Repairs
o   Numerous repairs to the MD’s potable water systems
·Roadway Shoulder Pulls – Throughout the MD
o   Numerous roads throughout the municipality received an overhaul
with heavy maintenance to renew the roadway geometry
Projects that are scheduled to commence in early October are:
·Granum Surfacing Works (Funded by Hamlet of Granum Special Tax)
o   Railway Avenue
o   Replace end of life roadway
·Claresholm Airport Main Runway Lighting Replacement
o   New runway lighting, wind socks, and ARCAL system
·Bridge File 963 – Southwest of Claresholm
o   A major bridge replacement valued at $6.35 million
o   Construction completion expected in mid 2027
·Grant applications will be submitted prior to the end of November for
numerous projects and will proceed if successful in gaining grant funding
o   Airport tiedown area
o   3 Bridges
o   Roadway widening – Township Road 92
o   Roadway base/pave – Township Road 122
All in all, the municipality had another successful construction season
with the help of internal forces, contractors, and consultants as required.
We look forward to continued progress and a productive construction
program for the remainder of 2026 and again in 2027. If you have any
questions regarding the projects please call our office at 403-625-3351.

Infrastructure 

Moon River Drive
Deep Strength Repair

Moon River Drive
Finishing Work

Range Road 263
Base work

Range Road 263
Grading and Utility Relocation 

Infrastructure Improvments
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Planning and Development 

Thinking about starting or operating a business in the MD of Willow Creek? We’re pleased to
welcome businesses of all sizes, including home-based businesses, commercial and

industrial operations, and non-resident businesses working within our region.
To operate within the Municipality, businesses are required to hold a valid Business Licence

issued by the MD of Willow Creek, in accordance with Business Licence Bylaw No. 2036.
Business Licence Bylaw No. 2036

For non-resident businesses, the process is simple: complete the Business Licence
Application Form available on our website and submit the finished form by email.

Business Licence Application Form
Residents of the municipality will need to apply for a development permit before a

business licence can be issued. This helps ensure the proposed business activity meets
local land use and development requirements.

What Information Will You Need to Provide?
Depending on the type of business, applicants may be asked to provide additional details
to help the MD understand how and where the business will operate. For home occupation

applications, this information is submitted as a supplement to the Development Permit
Application. Applicants may be asked to provide:

· Applicant name and contact information
· Whether the business will operate on-site or as an off-site/mobile business

· A site plan or floor plan for the proposed business
· A description of the goods or services the business will provide...continued on Pg. 28
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Planning and Development 

· Whether the business will operate from inside the home or from an accessory building
· Whether another business is already operating from the residence or premises

· Days and hours of operation
· Number of employees and estimated clients or customers per day

· Available parking spaces for clients, employees, and deliveries
· Whether commercial vehicles or trailers will be used on site

· Any proposed outdoor storage areas, including what will be stored and where
· Whether flammable or hazardous materials will be kept on the premises

· Any proposed signage, including the number, type, size, and location of signs
Detailed information helps the MD review the application for completeness, confirm whether

additional approvals are required, and ensure the business is suitable for the location and
surrounding area.

What does the annual renewal process look like?
Business Licence Renewal Reminder & Fee Schedule

Business licences expire annually on December 31 and must be renewed by January 31 of the
following year. Renewal notices will be sent to current licence holders unless the Municipality

has been notified that the business is no longer operating. 
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One of the most common questions we receive from landowners is: “Do I need a development permit for
this?” The answer is often yes—even when the project seems small or straightforward.
Under the Municipal District of Willow Creek No. 26 Land Use Bylaw No. 2025, a development permit is
required for development unless the proposed development is specifically exempted under the bylaw. A
development permit confirms that the proposed development and use of the property comply with the
applicable land use district and development regulations.

What types of development commonly require a permit?
A development permit may be required for much more than constructing a new house. Some examples
include:

New buildings and structures, including homes, shops, garages, agricultural buildings and other
accessory buildings.
Additions or expansions to existing buildings.
Decks, covered decks, patios and similar structures.
Moving a building onto a property, including moved-in homes and other buildings.
Changing the use of an existing building or property. For example, converting a garage, shop or other
building to a different use.
Starting a business or commercial operation on a property, including home-based businesses.
Tourist homes (AirBnb) and short-term rental operations.
Solar energy systems
Industrial, commercial or recreational activities that involve a change in land use or development of
the property.
Temporary uses or storage of buildings and shipping containers, where permitted/discretionary by the
Land Use Bylaw.                                                                                                                                Continued on Pg.30



The MD's recent development permit decisions illustrate how broad the range of applications can be,
including accessory buildings, moved-in dwellings, solar energy systems, tourist homes, commercial
operations and temporary storage of buildings.
A common misconception is that if a building or structure is already on a property, or if an activity is
occurring on private land, a development permit is not necessary. This is not necessarily the case. The Land
Use Bylaw regulates both development and the use of land. A change in how an existing building or property
is being used may require a development permit even if no new construction is taking place. Some examples
would include converting an existing building into a business, tourist accommodation or another use can
require municipal approval before the new use begins.

What about building permits?
A development permit and a building permit are not the same thing. A development permit is issued by the
Municipal District and deals primarily with land use, site development and compliance with the Land Use
Bylaw. Building, electrical, plumbing, gas and private sewage systems permits are separate requirements
administered through the appropriate accredited Safety Codes agency. Depending on the project, you may
need both a development permit and Safety Codes permits.

What if my use is a “permitted use”?
A permitted use means that the use is allowed within the applicable land use district when the proposal
meets the requirements of the Land Use Bylaw. It does not necessarily mean that you can begin the use
without first obtaining a development permit. A development permit is still required unless the
development is specifically exempted by the Land Use Bylaw.
The MD's Planning & Development Department can help determine whether your proposed development is
a permitted, discretionary or prohibited use and what approvals may be required.
If you are planning to build, move, expand, convert, renovate, establish a business, start a new use or
significantly change your property, please contact the Planning & Development Department before
beginning the work or operation. Obtaining approval before starting can help prevent delays, additional
costs (double or triple the fee amounts, double the safety code fees) and enforcement action if the
development is later found to be non-compliant.

When in doubt, ask before you build.
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LEGACY OF OUR LAND QR Codes 
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Humour helps us appreciate the lighter side of rural life, but we also
recognize that some challenges are no laughing matter. If you are
struggling, or concerned about someone else, please reach out. 

Call or text 988, call 811, or call 911 if someone is in immediate danger.
Together, we can support stronger, healthier rural communities.

Humour helps us appreciate the lighter side of rural life, but we also
recognize that some challenges are no laughing matter. If you are
struggling, or concerned about someone else, please reach out. 

Call or text 988, call 811, or call 911 if someone is in immediate danger.
Together, we can support stronger, healthier rural communities.
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